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Need to Contact the Club?
Our mailing address is: The Three Rooms Club, Room 805, Lloyd’s, 1 Lime Street, London EC3M 7HA
Phone Number: 020 7623 9916
Email: Vernon Ashford
secretary@3roomsclub.london

From the Editor
In this edition of the Quill……………….
Membership Matters
A Syndicate Number Coincidence
The Room in Postcards
Breaking the Ice
BMW MINI, Park Lane Wine Tasting
A Very Special Event in 2018
Captured!
Dates for your diary
Keeping in contact
Our website aims to keep members up to date with club news. However, we have very few member email
addresses, if you have an email address please do advise Vernon Ashford of your details. Email to
secretary@3roomsclub.london
Articles and Pictures for Future Editions
We are in need of stories and pictures from the past please do send any content for the Quill to:
martinbrob@gmail.com
Membership Matters
The Committee of the 3 Rooms Club would like to hear from any Member who knows either Alan Day, Mark
Bore or Paul Streeter, and is able to put us in touch with them. Please email the Membership Secretary
membership@3roomsclub.london with any information you are willing to share.
Your assistance is really appreciated - Paul Coombes – Membership Secretary
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New Members:
Doug Humberstone
Robert (Rob) Stuchbery
Deborah Robinson
Kevin Walters
Robert Myers
November 2017 Long Service Award Winners:
David Burnett, Chris Jolly, Colin Grant, Stephen King, Martin Rowling, John Fowler and David King.

We regret to advise of the following deaths:
David Bunker
Derek Ketteridge
Resignations:
John Jenks
Howard Angliss

Officers and Committee
Bruce Carnegie-Brown President
Don H Coombe
Hon. Life President
Brian Wilkin
Chairman
Deputy Chairman
John Bristow
Vernon Ashford
Treasurer
Cliff Hutchinson
Secretary
Paul Coombes
Membership Secretary & Web Master
Bob Hunt
Martin Robinson
Tim Willens
Peter Cave
David Weekes
Danny Wild
Peter Wright
Editor of the “Quill” Martin Robinson
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A SYNDICATE NUMBER COINCIDENCE

On pages 4,5 and 6 of the Autumn 2017 edition of The Quill, is reproduced an article entitled The First Room
by Joseph Ineichen, taken from Lloyd’s Log of February 1973. Joe Ineichen was the underwriter of a small
Marine syndicate called T. Bainbridge which underwrote mainly cargo business about which Joe was
something of an expert because of his previous experience in the Market. He also had an Incidental Non
Marine syndicate but this was used so rarely, if at all, that the rubber stamp with the syndicate number
probably had cob-webs around it! I can’t remember exactly when the syndicates ceased trading but it was
probably around the late 1960’s or early 70’s. Joe then went on to become the Secretary of the original Three
Rooms Club.

I first came to Lloyd’s in the early weeks of 1956 when I joined the small broking House of K.K. Harrison and
was sent to the Market as a (very) junior Marine broker. We had several fairly large cargo accounts some of
which were led by Joe Ineichen, so I had cause to go and see him fairly frequently. Of course, he’d forgotten
more about cargo insurance than I ever knew but he always treated me in a friendly and courteous manner,
which even then, I always appreciated. I don’t think anybody - certainly not Joe himself - would consider him
one of the titanic figures in the history of Lloyd’s but he was similar to so many of us who worked and still
work in our Society, in that he was knowledgeable, polite and hard working.

On page 14 of the Autumn Quill edition is information regarding a book written by John Hamblin which traces
the history of the 214 Lloyd’s men who perished in France and Belgium in the Great War and are buried in the
100 cemeteries there. Obviously, as 2018 sees the Centenary of the end of that conflict, it is of greater
interest than normal. The Autumn 2017 Quill reproduced the introduction to this book written by John Nelson
Chairman of Lloyd’s and in the penultimate paragraph, he wrote of John Hamblin’s position at Lloyd’s as the
underwriter of the Cathedral syndicate.
At this point, the reader might well be asking, where is the coincidence in all this? Well, the answer is that the
syndicate number of Cathedral is 201. The syndicate number of Joe Ineichen’s Marine syndicate was 202 and
the number on the cobweb encrusted Incidental Non Marine stamp was 201. I think it is highly unlikely that
John Hamblin has any knowledge of Joe Ineichen (although of course, I might be quite wrong) and Joe would
have passed away long before Cathedral came into existence. Even though these two organisations are some
50 years apart, they have both appeared in the same 2018 issue of The Quill, with the same 201 syndicate
number and that is a genuine coincidence.

Peter Wright
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THE ROOM IN POSTCARDS – an article for the Quill by Reg Brown

In my last article for the Quill – published in the Autumn 2017 edition – I explained the history of Picture
Postcards and the hobby of Deltiology, the collection of same. I said I had about 70 such cards in my
collection of over 4,000 relating to Lloyd’s. So here is a selection featuring the Underwriting Room over the
years.

The first card is, despite its appearance, a modern postcard published by a company called Zazzle. They
publish cards to order in as few or as many as you wish using modern technology. They have hundreds of
images of the current Lloyd’s building from every angle and vantage point you can think of. I have some in
my collection but you must stop somewhere and can’t collect them all.

This card purports to be the Underwriting Room in the Royal Exchange. There is nothing on the front or
back of the card to indicate that it is in fact the Room, but it is described as such on Zazzle’s website and
bears a remarkable resemblance to Bob Ellis’s card published in the Autumn 2016 edition of the Quill.
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The next card is undoubtedly the Room in the 1928 building. Many Three Rooms Club members will have
worked there. The back of the card is interesting as it was printed by Lloyd’s and signed by Henry
Scarborough. Some members may know who he was, but I’m too young for that! The Iowa Falls State Bank
was, presumably, a valued client when the card was sent on the 8th May, 1950.

Moving on to more modern times this card is of the Room in the 1958 building where, I venture to suggest,
most of us spent a goodly proportion of our careers. Indeed some of you may be able to identify your
younger selves in this picture. Why on earth the lovely Liz sent a message from London to her Beau (?),
Louis (?) Beardsworth, in North Devon with the usual holiday message “Having a lovely holiday, wish you
were here” is anyone’s guess. And why “The Underwriting Room at Lloyd’s of London, the International
Insurance Market”? Did she visit the Room? We did, after all, formally admit women as underwriting
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members on 1 January 1973 and lady brokers followed shortly after. So by 1976 females in the Room were
becoming a familiar sight.

And, finally, the current building. Love it or hate it you can buy lots of cards of the building in the Lloyd’s
shop as well as from Zazzle. This one, is a 2006 photograph, published by Lloyd’s who retain the copyright.
“One of the best known and most admired buildings in the City of London. The current Lloyd’s building is
the eighth home of Lloyd’s in its 300 year history.” I leave it to you to decide if you agree the Richard Rogers
Partnership fulfilled their “vey specific brief of quality, flexibility and presence.”
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An Extract from Lloyd’s Log November 1973
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3 Rooms Club Members are Invited
Lloyd’s Motor Club and the Lloyd’s Wine Society are holding a wine tasting at the BMW Mini showroom in
Park Lane, London. Members of the 3 Rooms Club are invited to come along. Giles Smith-Walker will
present a selection of wines for tasting accompanied by cheese and biscuits provided by the
Brokers Wine Bar, Leadenhall Market.

Location:
The BMW Mini showroom
77 Park Lane
Mayfair
London W1K 7TP
Date: Wednesday 20th June 2018
Time: Commencing at 18:30
Ticket price: £27.50 per person
Contact:
Martin Robinson, Chairman, Lloyd’s Motor Club.
Email: chair@lloydsmotorclub.com
Mobile: 07717487953

Page | 9

The Q uill

A VERY SPECIAL EVENT IN 2018
Thank you to 3 Rooms Club Members who have signed up to join us on our trip to Belgium and France in June
2018 to commemorate the fallen from Lloyd’s in WW1.
Thanks to the generosity of the 3 Room Club Charitable Trust we are now in a position to print John Hamblin’s
book which chronicles the Lloyd’s Fallen. A limited edition of 100 books will be printed with copies available
for sale in July 2018. If you would like details of the publication please contact: martinbrob@gmail.com
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From a 1988 publication details of the first photographer at Lloyd’s
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Dates For your Diary………………
Three Rooms “Club Get Togethers”

Thursday 19th April 2018
Thursday 15th November 2018
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